246                  LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

ist January, 1834. By this, an area with close on 28,000,000
inhabitants was to be united, at least in an economic sense.
The conclusion of our Customs Union was one of my dearest
wishes/ the King wrote to the Crown Prince of Prussia.1 'I
expect the most important results from it and not only from an
economic point of view: it will bring Teutons closer together and
bind them to their common Fatherland/ Metternich was little
pleased. The Chancellor realized that the fusion of the various
customs unions was necessarily bound up with the growth of
Prussia's political power,2 which he was anxious to counteract. In
this, as in other questions, Ludwig was able to withdraw himself
from the Chancellor's influence. In order, on the other hand, to
create an agreeable impression, Ludwig wrote to him: 'I am pleased
at this result, but I shall on no account go to sleep: I shall be keenly
on guard in view of the far-reaching conspiracies against the
established order of things all over Europe/3

The Austrian Chancellor replied in a very complacent letter:
'Yes, the real suffering is due to the awful state of the present
generation . . . but liberalism is now at its last gasp. ... If
only there were no France and no England! The first of these
countries will dissolve into a stinking dung heap and the second
will go up in flames. I can confide these admissions to a King
but otherwise keep them to myself alone, out of sight of the world.
. . / At the same time Metternich assured Ludwig of his goodwill
towards the new Kingdom of Greece.

Reassured both from within and without, Ludwig considered
visiting his beloved Italy again. He had wanted to go in the spring
but suspected that young Gasperino was with the Marchesa.
The King had written to Ghita: 'As long as there is a young man
in the house of Mariannina (whom I love too much for my peace
of mind) I do not intend to set foot inside it. It is really most
improper that such a beautiful young widow should have a young
man staying with her. Apart from the pain it would cause me,
it would make me ridiculous in the eyes of my suite/4 Now, how-
ever, Ludwig heard that Gasperino was no longer there and
numerous comforting, loving letters arrived. The number of letters
written by the King had already reached over a thousand, while
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